PTA Gift Card Fundraiser
The PTA has another great way for you to raise funds for your child’s school activities (e.g., sports fees, drama, music, Science Camp, 8th Grade East Coast Trip, etc.).   Order gift cards for lots of different stores and restaurants.  You pay regular price for the gift card (e.g., a $25 gift card will cost you $25) but a percentage of the purchase price will go to the PTA, and PTA will let you use 75% of  that amount for school activity costs (25% stays with PTA).  With the holiday season coming up, ask your family, friends, and neighbors to order cards.  They’re going to shop anyway!  But please do not have your child take orders door-to-door!
Please read all instructions before taking any orders.

The gift card family order form is attached.  Please make as many copies of the order form as you can use and take orders for the cards people want.  Checks should be payable to CMS PTA.  These checks will need to be made for the full value of the gift cards.  The discount amount is listed on the order form just so people know how much they’ll be contributing to PTA.  DO NOT deduct the discount amount.  

Add up the total number of cards ordered and the total amount of money you are turning in on the Order Summary Form.  Turn in the Order Summary Form, all family order forms, and checks in a sealed envelope marked “PTA” to your child’s home room teacher (or directly to the office) no later than November 3, 2010.  We encourage you to make and keep a copy of all of your order forms.

After the checks clear the bank, the orders will be placed with the gift card company.  We expect to have delivery of all gift cards before the Thanksgiving holiday.  Because these cards are like cash, we will not send them home with your child.  You will need to pick them up at school.  We will notify all participating families when the cards arrive.

How will I know how much my child has earned?  We will notify each participating family of the amount earned for each child.  Please provide your contact information on the Order Summary Form.  We expect to provide that information by early December.  For example, if you order $300 worth of Safeway gift cards (with a 4% discount rate), $12 would be the total earned, your student would get to use $9 for  activities and PTA would keep $3.  The more cards you sell, the more your student can earn.
How do I receive my earnings?  The best way is to come to a  PTA meeting and request an Activity Payment Form.  If you can’t make it to a meeting, you can send an email to Vaughnbam@aol.com  to get the form.  PTA prefers to make payments directly to the activity rather than reimbursing parents for activity costs.  If you need to pay for an activity before the funds are available, we’ll need some proof of your prior payment, like a canceled check, a receipt, or a note from a teacher, in order to reimburse you.

Can my child save money this year for his 8th Grade East Coast Trip next year?  Hopefully yes.  We anticipate carrying over this program to next year, and letting families save money from one year to the next.  But continuing the program always requires having sufficient volunteers to have a PTA, and someone to keep track of these accounts.  By the way, the 8th Grade Trip is not an official school activity, but you can still use this fundraiser for it.

What if my child doesn’t use her earnings?  Can we get paid the balance in cash?  No.   These earnings can be used only for CMS-related activities.  If your child leaves CMS, you cannot receive a cash payout, though you may be able to carry over to a younger sibling if the program continues.

If you have questions, email Brenna Vaughn at  Vaughnbam@aol.com 

or call Tiffany Causey at 408-379-7567

